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PHOTO HAUSTRATION BY TODD ADAMS AND TRENT NELSON 71 o L she Tabune
Homes and new construction are shown in Riverton's Mountain Ridge neighborhood. Some observers believe Utah needs to bulld its way out of the una*fordable housing crisis.

Canyon trail users fear lost access despite assurances

Hikers trespassed to reach Deaf Smith Canyon for decades.
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jams and crowded trails. But, for

|

Now, they're worried plans to build a home will impede access,  those in the know, Deaf Smith Can-

By SOFIA JEREMIAS

Cottonwood Heights » A few
sandbags mark the way to a

ragged
trailhead that starts on a quiet cul-

de-sac in Cottonwood Heights. It's
tricky to navigate the secluded, but

no trespassing and private property
signs and the words “NO HIKING
ACCESS" might dissuade some, but
for decades locals tramped up the
rugged trail that winds its way up
Deaf Smith Canyon.

The area is better known for Lit-
tle and Big Cottonwood Canyons —

yon offers shade and sechusion

The catch? To reach the beloved
canyon hikers have had to cross
through private property and break
the law.

‘The trail is just one exampie of pri-
vate property blocking public land
access. Private property rights and
public access have come into tense
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